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At its March meeting the City of Canning Council resolved to consult broadly with the Canning 
community to give everyone the opportunity to comment on various proposals concerning ward 
boundaries and numbers of elected representatives on Council, as well as the community’s 
preferred method of election of its Mayor.  
 
Currently each of the four wards in the City of Canning do not have an equitable representation 
of Councillors to the number of electors. This was identified by the Local Government Advisory 
Board in 2012.  In particular Nicholson Ward, where there has been significant population 
increases over recent years, is currently entitled to only one elected Councillor to represent it.   
In this Discussion Paper you will be able to read the reasons for this consultation and review 
as well as commentary on some options as to other potential ward structures, boundaries and 
Councillor numbers.   
 
The City is committed to ensuring that its community consultation is thorough, open and 
transparent. In addition to mail outs, media engagement and community forums which will be 
advertised in the newspaper, it has also engaged the services of an independent research 
agency ‘Painted Dog’ which will be undertaking a randomly selected survey of electors across 
all 4 current wards. Painted Dog will also be providing independent analysis of the consultation 
responses.   
 
The consultation is scheduled for completion on 7 May 2015. Once its results have been 
considered, the City will be better informed as to whether changes to the current ward 
boundaries and Councillor numbers are supported by the community. 
 
It is easy to have your say. Please complete the short survey at the end of this Discussion 
Paper and return to the addresses provided, or go to the City’s website 
www.canning.wa.gov.au and complete the survey online. You are also welcome to attend one 
of community forums. 
 
It is vital that the Canning community is actively involved in this process. It is your City and 
your Council and your views are important in this review. I look forward to sharing the outcome 
of this consultation with the community. 
 
If you have any queries please do not hesitate to contact the City of Canning on 1300 422 664. 
 
 

 
 
Steven Cole 
Commissioner 
 
 
 

Ward Boundary and Councillor Representation Review 
 

http://www.canning.wa.gov.au/
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CITY OF CANNING 
 

DISCUSSION PAPER 
 

REVIEW OF WARDS AND REPRESENTATION 
 

1. BACKGROUND 
 
Following a request from the Local Government Advisory Board (LGAB) in September 2012 the City of 
Canning resolved to undertake a review of its Ward system. This review was delayed by both the 
suspension of the Council in 2012 and the State Government Reform agenda. 
 
The last complete review was under-taken in 2006. This resulted in the creation of Nicholson Ward in 
order to address the increase in electors in the portion of Canning Vale located in the City of Canning. 
 
The LGAB is able to make a request of a Council at any time to conduct a review in accordance with 
the Local Government Act 1995 (the Act) and in addition, the City must conduct a review every eight 
years if not requested formally by the LGAB.  
 
 
 
2. CURRENT SITUATION 
 
Currently the City of Canning is entitled to ten (10) Councillors elected from four (4) wards. The Mayor 
is elected by all electors within the City irrespective of their wards. Including the Mayor the total number 
of the elected Council is 11. 
 
The Councillor to elector ratios as at 10 March 2015, are as follows: 
 
# Ward Number of Electors Number of 

Councillors 
Councillor/Elector 

Ratio 
% Ratio 

Deviation 
1 Mason 15,819 3 1:5,273 -1.72% 
2 Bannister 14,875 3 1:4,958 +4.35% 
3 Beeliar 14,596 3 1:4,865 +6.15% 
4 Nicholson 6,549 1 1:6,549 -26.33% 
 TOTAL 51,839 10 1:5,184  

 
 
Refer to page 12 for a map showing the current ward boundaries. 
 
The above table illustrates an imbalance with the Nicholson Ward being under represented by 
Councillors relative to the other wards. Based on maximum tolerances set by regulation, a ‘balanced’ 
representation would be reflected if the % ratio deviation was within no more than plus or minus 10%. 
 
Of note is that Council resolved in September 2009 its intention to reduce the number of Councillors 
from ten (10) plus Mayor down to eight (8) plus Mayor. This intention was reaffirmed by Council in April 
2012, although has never been actioned. 
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3. REVIEW PROCESS 
 
The City of Canning will be holding elections for its return to elected representation of Councillors and 
Mayor in October 2015, at which time the Current Commissioners will step down from office. 

The LGAB’s guideline stipulates that, “If a local government expects changes to its ward boundaries or 
representation to be in place in time for an ordinary election, it must submit its report to the Board by 
the end of March in the year of an ordinary election”. In response to an application by the City, the 
LGAB has granted an extension of time to 29 May 2015 to allow the City to undertake community 
consultation and, depending on the outcome of that consultation, to submit a proposal for ward 
boundary and representation changes that could be considered for the October 2015 elections. 
 
The review process involves a number of steps, an outline of which is as follows: 
 

• Public submission period opens for six (6) weeks – 26 March 2015. 
• Information provided to the community for discussion. 
• Public submission period closes – 5.00 pm 7 May 2015. 
• Council considers all submissions and relevant factors and makes a decision at a Council 

Meeting in May 2015. 
• Council submits a report to the LGAB for its consideration; and 
• The LGAB submits the proposal to the Minister for Local Government for approval and gazettal. 

 
If the Minister approves any proposed changes that may be adopted by the City after consideration of 
the community consultation feedback, then those changes could be in place for the next ordinary 
election in October 2015 when all current positions on Council will be vacant upon the retirement from 
office of the City’s current Commissioners. 
 
More details about the Local Government Advisory Board, its roles and processes is available at 
http://www.dlg.wa.gov.au/Content/LG/AdvisoryBoard/Default.aspx. 
 
With respect to the election of the City’s Mayor, in the time available before the October 2015 elections, 
there can be no change from that which applies at the present i.e. the Mayor is elected by all electors 
within the City without regard to their wards, and not by the elected Councillors from among their 
number. 
 
However as part of this current community consultation and review process, the City wishes to 
democratically canvass the views of all the electorate to ascertain its preference in the future. If from 
this consultation and review there is a preference for the current manner of election of Mayor to vary, 
then that is a matter that could be considered by a future Council of the City. Of note, any change in the 
manner of election of Mayor must be preceded by a formal poll of the whole electorate.  
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4. FACTORS TO BE CONSIDERED 
 
The purpose of the review and consultation is to allow the Canning community to have input into the 
matter, to allow assessment of the current situation and evaluate a range of options that best suits the 
characteristics of the City of Canning. As part of this review, the community and the City may consider 
the following: 
 

• Creating new wards; 
• Changing the boundaries of a ward; 
• Abolishing any or all of the wards; 
• Changing the name of a district or ward; 
• Changing the total number of Councillors; and 
• Specifying or changing the number of Councillors for a ward. 

 
When considering changes to wards and representation, the Act specifies factors that must be taken 
into account by a local government as part of the review process: 
 

• Community of Interests 
• Physical and Topographic features 
• Demographic Trends 
• Economic Factors 
• Ratio of Councillors to Electors in the various Wards. 
 

The LGAB interpretation of these factors is shown in italics in the section of this paper under the 
heading ‘Features of the District (City)’. 
 
 
5. OPTIONS TO CONSIDER 
 
5.1. Ward boundaries and Councillor representation 

 
The following options have been developed to invite discussion. They represent only a sample of 
amendments that may be considered. These choices are not exhaustive and members of the 
community may suggest others. The City welcomes the full spectrum of views and suggestions that the 
community may wish to raise on the topic. 
 
Following community consultation, the Council will analyse the community feedback and the 
deliberation on the matter generally. Council may then resolve to make a recommendation to the Local 
Government Advisory Board, four specific options provided by way of guidance to the community for 
consideration are as follows:. 
 
 Five wards with two Councillors per ward (total of 10 Councillors) plus Mayor  

Four wards with two Councillors per ward (total of 8 Councillors) plus Mayor 
 Two wards with four Councillors per ward (total of 8 Councillors) plus Mayor 

Two wards with five Councillors per ward (total of 10 Councillors) plus Mayor 
 No wards with a total of 8 Councillors plus Mayor 

No wards with a total of 9 Councillors plus Mayor 
No wards with a total of 10 Councillors plus Mayor 
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Number 
of Wards 

Number of Councillors Total Councillors 
(ex. Mayor) 

Ideal Elected 
Member/Elector Ratio  

5 2 per ward  10 5,184 

4 2 per ward  8 6,480 

2 4 per ward  8 6,480 

2 5 per ward  10 5,184 

None 8 8 6,480 

None 9 9 5,760 

None 10  10 5,184 
 
The names of wards may also be considered, however for the purposes of this discussion paper, 
generic names have been used to allow suggestions from the community. 
 
5.2. Manner of Mayoral election 
 
The current manner of election of the City of Canning Mayor is by the electors of the district. Electors 
may initiate a proposal to change the method of electing a mayor from the people to by the Council 
method; however the proposal must be by at least 250 electors or at least 10% of the total number of 
electors within the district. The Council may also propose the change. But where Council is to change 
the manner from the election by the council method to the election by the electors’ method, then no poll 
is required.  
 
Any change in the manner of election of Mayor from the people to, by the Council must be preceded by 
a formal poll of the whole electorate by first giving local public notice, and following the consideration of 
any submissions, the LG Advisory Board is to prepare the ballot paper question, as well as a summary 
of the case for and against. In this event the WA Electoral Commissioner is to conduct the poll and a 
poll of this nature can only be held once every four years. 
 
A sample of the current manner of Mayoral election for the top ten metropolitan Local Govemments by 
elector number is shown below –  
 
 

  Metro LGs Electors 
Councillor to 
Elector ratio Mayor type 

1 Stirling 127015 9073 Councillor 
2 Joondalup 107847 8296 Elector 
3 Wanneroo 97950 6530 Elector 
4 Swan 73104 4874 Councillor 
5 Melville 68882 5299 Elector 
6 Rockingham 67564 6756 Councillor 
7 Gosnells 63866 5806 Councillor 
8 Cockburn 60431 6043 Elector 
9 Canning 51839 5184 Elector 
10 Armadale 41289 2949 Councillor 

 
It is important to note that the inclusion of the manner of Mayoral election in this discussion paper is to 
gauge the community view on the process. There will not be a change in the method of election by the 
people for the Ordinary Election in October 2015. 
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6. PUBLIC SUBMISSIONS 
 
Members of the community are invited to make a written submission independently or by using the 
attached feedback form, regarding any aspect of Ward boundaries and representation and lodge it: 
 

In person: 
 
City of Canning 
Review of Wards and Representation 
1317 Albany Highway 
Cannington  WA  6107 
 

By Mail: 
 
City of Canning 
Review of Wards and Representation 
Reply Paid 71454 
Welshpool DC WA 6986 
 

By Facsimile: 
 
Fax: (08) 9458 2353 
 

By Email: 
 
Submissions will also be accepted by email, with 
‘Review of Wards and Representation” in the 
subject line, at: 
customer@canning.wa.gov.au 
 

 
The survey form is also available online at www.canning.wa.gov.au  
 
 
To further assist in understanding what is being considered there will be two community forums held at 
the City of Canning Administration Centre, 1317 Albany Highway Cannington (enter off George St) on – 
  
THURSDAY 16 APRIL 2015 at 10.00am and 6pm  
 
SATURDAY 18 APRIL 2015 at 2.00 pm. 
 
 
Telephone inquiries can be made on 1300 422 664. 
 
All Submissions must be received by 5.00pm on Thursday 7 May 2015. 
 
Thank you for your interest and involvement in this Review. Council welcomes your comments on any 
matters that may assist it to make informed and responsible decisions for the benefit of the people of 
the City of Canning. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Steven Cole               Lyn Russell PSM 
COMMISSIONER      CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:customer@canning.wa.gov.au
http://www.canning.wa.gov.au/
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7. FEATURES OF THE DISTRICT (CITY) 
 
 

7.1. Community of Interests 
 

An interpretation from the LGAB - The term community of interests has a number of elements.  These 
include a sense of community identity and belonging, similarities in the characteristics of the residents 
of a community and similarities in the economic activities.  It can also include dependence on the 
shared facilities in an area as reflected in catchment areas of local schools and sporting teams, or the 
circulation areas of local newspapers. 

 
Neighbourhoods, suburbs and towns are important units in the physical, historical and social 
infrastructure and often generate a feeling of community and belonging. 
 
The City of Canning is currently divided into four (4) wards, whose characteristics are: 
 
Mason Ward 
 
Comprising a large industrial area and commercial base at Welshpool; residential areas of Cannington, 
Queens Park, Wilson, East Cannington and parts of Bentley and St James.  The population in this area 
would gravitate to Cannington City Centre, in particular Carousel Shopping Centre and the ‘Cannington 
Leisureplex’ – a modern multifunction recreation and leisure facility.  There are extensive commercial 
areas along Albany Highway.  The Perth to Armadale commuter railway runs through the area and the 
Canning River forms a natural boundary from the other wards. This ward, much like the other three (3), 
has the usual urban facilities including open space, reserves and educational institutions  
 
Bannister Ward 
 
Comprising residential areas of Lynwood, Ferndale and Parkwood and parts of Riverton and Willetton. 
Riverton Forum Shopping Centre is located in this ward but effectively on the border with Beeliar ward. 
 
Beeliar Ward 
 
Mainly residential with small industrial and commercial area in Willetton.  The ward includes residential 
areas of Rossmoyne, Shelley, Leeming and those parts of Willetton and Riverton not located in 
Bannister ward. There is a large shopping/cinema complex at Southlands in Willetton. The ward 
includes the Riverton Leisureplex albeit on the boundary with Bannister ward. 
 
Nicholson Ward 
 
Large industrial area at Canning Vale, plus Metropolitan Markets and commercial hub at Livingstone 
Market Place in Canning Vale. New residential area at Canning Vale, comprising three subdivisions:  
Livingston, Ranford and Waratah.  
 
Overall any suburb could be moved to another adjoining ward so as achieve a more balanced 
representation ratio of Councillors to electors across all wards without significantly affecting 
the ‘community of interest’ factor. 
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Naming of the Wards 
 
• Mason Ward - comprising all suburbs north of Canning River – was named after Mason and Bird’s 

Timber Mill, centre of most of the district’s industries in the early days. In 1864, Ben Mason obtained a 
timber concession in the Darling Range and his teamsters hauled timber to the landing at River Street 
and then to Perth and Fremantle.  The monument at Mason’s Landing was erected to honour him and 
other district pioneers in 1963. 
 

• Bannister Ward – covering Ferndale, Lynwood, Parkwood, parts of Willetton and Riverton– was 
named after Thomas Bannister, whose heroic overland journey pioneered what became Albany 
Highway. In 1837, he was allocated some 800 hectares, known as Lot 17, in the Canning District. 
Bannister Road, Bannister Creek and Bannister Lagoon have since been named after him. 
 

• Beeliar (pronounced bee-lee-ar) Ward – comprising Rossmoyne, Shelley and parts of Willetton, 
Riverton and Leeming - was named after the Beeliar tribe, the original inhabitants of the banks of the 
Canning River. The Beeliar territory extended from the river southward to the sea.  Yagan was probably 
the most noted member of the tribe and a local park is named after him. 

 
• Nicholson Ward – comprising that part of Canning Vale. The ward name recognises William 

Nicholson, who first settled in the area of Canning Vale in the 1890’s. The original homestead is located 
close to Eucalyptus Boulevard. Nicholson Road is named after him. 
 

 
7.2. Physical and Topographic Features 

 
These may be natural or manmade features that will vary from area to area.  Water features such as 
rivers and catchment boundaries may be relevant considerations.  Beach suburbs, coastal plain and 
foothill regions, parks and reserves may be relevant as may other man made features such as railway 
lines and freeways. 
 
The Canning River runs through three of the Wards, and is a natural Ward Boundary.  The Roe 
Highway forms the boundary between the Nicholson and Bannister Wards; however the boundary 
between the Beeliar and Bannister Wards includes parts of relatively major roads being Vahland 
Avenue, High and Riley Roads. 
 
The Albany Highway and the Perth to Armadale railway runs on an east/west alignment through Mason 
Ward. 
 
The Leach Highway runs on a north/south alignment through the Mason and Beeliar Wards.  The Roe 
Highway runs on a north east/south west alignment through Bannister and Nicholson Wards. 
Other major roads being Ranford Road, South Street, Nicholson Road, Vahland Avenue, High Road, 
Wharf Street, Willeri Drive, Manning Road and Welshpool Road dissect the City at varying points.  



 

11 
 

 
7.3. Demographic Trends 

 
Several measurements of the characteristics of human populations, such as population size and its 
distribution by age, sex, occupation and location provide important demographic information.  Current 
and projected population characteristics will be relevant as well as similarities and differences 
between areas within the local government. 

 
In 2011, the 33,562 dwellings located in the City, housed a population of over 85,500, with the 
population growing significantly to just over 96,300 in 2013. There is a gender balance present within 
the City with 50.1% males and 49.9% females. The distribution of population by suburb within the City 
of Canning is shown below: 
 

 
 
The age structure distribution of the population is shown in the graph below. 

 
In general, population growth in the City over the past 10 years has averaged 1.98% per annum. 
 
As a result of the proposed revitalisation of public housing in the Bentley regeneration area there will 
be an increase of population of approximately 3,300 residents in 1,650 dwellings. Further infill 
housing will also occur generally throughout the City, with a higher rate in the areas of Queens Park, 
East Cannington and the Canning Regional Centre. This is a dynamic and diverse Ethnic area with 
over 31.7% of residents speaking a language other than English at home, and with over 15% of 
residents moving into the City of Canning from another country each year. 
 
At the time of the 2011 Census 65% of Canning residents were employed either full or part-time, with 
an unemployment rate of 5.5% being slightly higher than greater Perth rate of 4.8%. Of note is that, 
nearly a third (31%) of the total labour force population is not currently active in the labour force. 
 
Data: source http://profile.id.com.au/canning/home 
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7.4. Economic Factors 
 
Economic factors can be broadly interpreted to include any factor that reflects the character of 
economic activities and resources in the area.  This may include the industries that occur in a local 
government area (or the release of land for these) and the distribution of community assets and 
infrastructure such as road networks. 
 
 
The City is a stable inner metropolitan area with areas of industrial and commercial land use. The 
chart below details the 2014/2015 rates levied, broken down in to Residential, Industrial and 
Commercial and Vacant Land. 

 
 

The City experienced a property natural growth rate of 0.70% in the 2013/2014 year and is 
currently low at 0.56%; however this low rate was anticipated for a post revaluation year in a 
mature local government with few broad-acre parcels to develop and is expected to continue in the 
long term.  
 
Further development of the Canning Regional Centre will see growth in economic activity in the 
suburb of Cannington over the next 5 to 10 years with a potential dwelling capacity in the region of 
10,000 new dwellings and mixed use developments. 
 
Key employment sectors in the area are manufacturing at 15.4% of jobs, closely followed by retail 
and wholesale trade, this is consistent with the City having the two large industrial areas of 
Welshpool and Canning Vale in its boundaries. The City of Canning has one of the largest retail 
areas in the metropolitan area employing over 70,000 people and having Gross Domestic Product 
of $9.70 billion (NEIR 2012). 

 
When looking at the projected major economic drivers of employment levels, new housing starts, 
rental market, inflation, and interest rates the projections for the metropolitan Perth as a whole will 
apply to the whole of the City of Canning. 
Data: source http://profile.id.com.au/canning/home 

 
 
7.5. Ratio of Councillors to Electors in the various Wards 

 
It is expected that each local government will have similar ratios of Electors to Councillors 
across the wards of its district. 
 
The ratio of Councillors to electors is addressed within each option and it should be noted 
that all the ratios are within the ±10% variance; of the 14 ratios across all options only 2 are 
in excess of ±5% variance. 

  

http://profile.id.com.au/canning/home
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8. CURRENT WARD STRUCTURE AND REPRESENTATION 
 
8.1. Ward Structure 
 
The Canning River running through Mason, Bannister and Beeliar wards is a natural ward boundary.  The 
Roe Highway forms the boundary between the Nicholson, Beeliar and Bannister wards. The boundary 
between Beeliar and Bannister wards is the centre line of the road reserves of Riley Road, High Road 
(between Riley and Vahland Avenue), Vahland Avenue (south of High Road) and incorporating that part of 
the suburb of Leeming located in the City of Canning. 
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8.2. Current Ward Representation 
 

 
Currently the City of Canning has ten (10) Councillors elected from four (4) wards. There has 
been a change in elector numbers since the October 2011 elections. The Councillor to 
elector ratios as at 10 March 2015 is as follows: 
 
# Ward Number of 

Electors 
Number of 
Councillors 

Councillor/Elector 
Ratio 

% Ratio 
Deviation 

1 Mason 15,819 3 1:5,273 -1.72% 
2 Bannister 14,875 3 1:4,958 +4.35% 
3 Beeliar 14,596 3 1:4,865 +6.15% 
4 Nicholson 6,549 1 1:6,549 -26.33% 
 TOTAL 51,839 10 1:5,184  

 
 
Total membership of Council is eleven (11) inclusive of the Mayor, who is elected by the City 
of Canning electors. 
 
8.3.  Comment 
 
A regular review of Local Government electoral boundaries, including those of the City of 
Canning, ensures that at election time the principles of democracy are observed and the 
number of electors in each ward is within the ratio of the average enrolment throughout the 
City. It is intended to maintain and distribute the responsibility of the number of electors in 
the City amongst the elected members in an equal and fair manner as possible, within the 
tolerance levels prescribed. 
 
With the high level of under representation in the Nicholson Ward, where the elected 
member is responsible for approximately 1,600 more electors than in neighbouring Bannister 
Ward and taking into consideration the Council’s previous proposed reduction of Councillors 
from 10 to 8, the current situation does not comply with the principles of the Act and 
accordingly is not acceptable to the LGAB.  
 
Consequently there must be a change in the current ward boundary, or the existing 
representation structure or even a combination of both. 
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9. WARD BOUNDARY AND REPRESENTATION REVIEW OPTIONS 
 
 
9.1. Reduction in Number of Elected Members 
 
 
The following extract from the Department of Local Government document ‘Review of Wards 
and Representation’ lists the advantages and disadvantages of a reduction of elected 
representatives: 
 
“Elected Members 
 
The ideal number of elected members for a local government is for the local government to 
determine.  There is a diverse range of Councillor/elector ratios across Western Australia 
reflecting the sparsely populated remote areas and the highly populated urban areas.  The 
structure of the Council’s operations will provide some input into the number of elected 
members needed to service the local government. 
 
The advantages of a reduction in the number of elected members may include the following: 
 
• The decision making process may be more effective and efficient if the number of 

Councillors is reduced.  It is more timely to ascertain the views of a fewer number of 
people and decision making may be easier.  There is also more scope for team spirit and 
cooperation amongst a smaller number of people. 

 
• Consultation with the community can be achieved through a variety of means in addition 

to individuals and groups contacting their local elected member. 
 
• The cost of maintaining elected members is likely to be reduced however a lower 

number of elected members may result in an increased commitment from those elected 
reflected in greater interest and participation in Council’s affairs. 

 
• Fewer elected members are more readily identifiable to the community. 
 
• Fewer positions on Council may lead to greater interest in elections with contested 

elections and those elected obtaining a greater level of support from the community. 
 
• There is a State wide trend for reductions in the number of elected members and many 

local governments have found that fewer elected members works well. 
 
The disadvantages of a reduction in the number of elected members may include the 
following: 
 
• A smaller number of elected members may result in an increased workload and may 

lessen effectiveness.  A demanding role may discourage others from nominating for 
Council. 

 
• There is the potential for dominance in the Council by a particular interest group. 
• A reduction in the number of elected members may limit the diversity of interests around 

the Council table. 
 
• Opportunities for community participation in Council’s affairs may be reduced if there are 

fewer elected members for the community to contact. 
 
An increase in the ratio of Councillors to electors may place too many demands on elected 
members.”   
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9.2. Suggested Ward Boundaries 
 
FIVE (5) WARDS WITH TWO (2) COUNCILLORS PER WARD (10) PLUS MAYOR 
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Ratio of Councillors to Electors in the various wards. 
 

 
Description of Wards 
 
Ward One 
 
The ward will comprise of the suburbs of St James, Bentley, Queens Park, East Cannington 
and Welshpool. 
 
Ward Two 
 
The suburbs of Wilson, Cannington, Ferndale and Lynwood make up this ward. 
 
Ward Three. 
 
This ward comprises Rossmoyne, Shelley, Riverton and part of Willetton. 
 
Ward Four 
 
The remaining part of Willetton and the portion of Leeming currently within the City of 
Canning form this ward. 
 
Ward Five 
 
This ward incorporates Parkwood and Canning Vale. 
 
 
Consideration of Statutory Factors 
 
This option resolves the current issue of under-representation in Nicholson Ward by 
incorporating Parkwood and increasing representation to two Councillors. 
 
It is considered that the factors – ‘community of interest’, ‘demographic’ and ‘economic’, will 
not be adversely effected with this option. Except with the split of Willetton, which is the 
current situation, whole of suburbs are retained in the wards, and contiguous suburb 
boundaries have been used as a determining ward factor.  
 

Ward Suburbs Number of 
Electors 

Number of 
Councillors 

Councillor/Elector 
Ratio 

% Ratio 
Deviation 

One St James, Bentley, 
Queens Park, East 
Cannington and 
Welshpool. 

9,869 2 1:4,935 +4.81% 

Two Wilson, Cannington, 
Ferndale and Lynwood 

10,840 2 1:5,420 -4.55% 

Three Rossmoyne, Shelley, 
Riverton and part of 
Willetton 

10,054 2  1:5,027 +3.03% 

Four Leeming and part of 
Willetton 
 

10,366 2 1:5,183 +0.02% 

Five Parkwood and 
Canning Vale 

10,710 2 1:5;355 -3.30% 

TOTAL  51,839 10 1:5,184  



 

18 
 

The suburbs contained in each ward are similar in characteristics and facilities, and all wards 
contain a significant mix of residential and retail areas. All wards share in a distribution of 
schools, similar school catchment areas, urban open space and major road and rail 
transportation networks. 
 
Areas of predicted residential growth are spread evenly amongst the wards and the elector 
numbers will allow for equal growth in future years. 
 
Major roads that make up the ward boundaries also support the principles of the ‘physical 
and topographical’ factor as with the other suggested ward options. 
 
The remaining factor of the ‘ratio of Councillor to electors in the various wards’ at below 
±5%, is well within the ±10 % variation that is currently acceptable and should remain within 
the limits for the duration of the next review period.  
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FOUR (4) WARDS WITH TWO (2) COUNCILLORS PER WARD (8) PLUS MAYOR 
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Ratio of Councillors to Electors in the various wards. 
 

 
Description of Wards 
 
Ward One 
 
This ward consists of the suburbs of Wilson, Queens Park, East Cannington, Welshpool and 
the parts of Bentley and St James currently located within the City of Cannington.  
 
The boundaries of the ward are the City boundary with the Town of Victoria Park and the 
Cities of South Perth, Belmont and Gosnells, part of the Armadale railway line/ Sevenoaks 
Street, Canning River, Fleming Avenue, Burton and Mills Streets. 
 
Ward Two 
 
The suburbs of Cannington, Ferndale, Riverton, Shelley and part of Rossmoyne make up 
this ward, with the boundaries being the Canning River, Fleming Avenue, Burton and Mills 
Streets, railway line, Sevenoaks Street, Nicholson, Metcalfe and High Roads, Fifth and 
Central Avenues. 
 
This ward comprises of parts of the current Mason, Bannister and Beeliar wards. 
 
Ward Three 
 
This ward comprises parts of the suburbs of Willetton and Rossmoyne, and is bounded by 
the Canning River, the City boundary with the City of Melville, Roe Highway, Willeri Drive, 
High Roads, Leach Highway, Fifth and Central Avenues. 
 
Ward Four 
 
Ward four comprises Parkwood, Lynwood and the parts of Leeming and Canning Vale that 
are currently located within the City of Canning and is bounded by Roe Highway, Willeri 
Drive, High Road, Metcalfe and Nicholson Roads and the City boundary with the Cities of 
Melville and Gosnells. 
 

Ward Suburbs Number of 
Electors 

Number of 
Councillors 

Councillor/Elector 
Ratio 

% Ratio 
Deviation 

One St James, Bentley, 
Queens Park, East 
Cannington, Wilson 
and Welshpool. 

13,337 2 1:6,669 -2.91% 

Two Shelley, Riverton, 
Ferndale, Cannington 
and part of 
Rossmoyne. 

12,755 2 1:6,378 +1.58% 

Three Willetton and part of 
Rossmoyne 

12,703 2  1:6,352 +1.98% 

Four Lynwood, Parkwood, 
Leeming and Canning 
Vale. 
 

13,044 2 1:6,522 -0.65% 

  51,839 8 1:6,480  
 Plus Mayor elected 

by the electors of the 
district. 

  
1 
 

  

TOTAL   9   
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Consideration of Statutory Factors 
 
In most cases the ward boundaries now follow suburb boundaries with the exception of 
Rossmoyne and accordingly the factors of ‘community of interest’, ‘demographic’ and 
‘economic’, are consistent with the whole of the City. This is an improvement on the existing 
boundaries which have the very large suburbs of Willetton and Riverton in different wards. 
 
As is the case with all of the suggested options it is not possible to have the Canning River 
as the boundary due to the concentration of population north of the Canning River. With this 
option the suburb of Cannington has been aligned with the remaining suburbs that abut the 
Canning River. 
 
Major roads, the Canning River and the Armadale railway line make up the ward boundaries 
and support the principles of the ‘physical and topographical’ factor. 
 
The remaining factor of the ‘ratio of Councillor to electors in the various wards’ is well within 
the acceptable ±10 % variation, and as the estimated growth areas of Bentley, Queens Park, 
Cannington, Willetton and Canning Vale are apportioned between the four wards, the ratios 
variations will continue in the acceptable range. 
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TWO (2) WARDS WITH FOUR (4) COUNCILLORS PER WARD (8) PLUS MAYOR 
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This option results in the whole City being divided evenly into two wards; flexibility in this 
model enables any even number combination being applicable i.e. 8, 10 or 12 members. 
 
Option F - Ratio of Councillors to Electors in the various wards – 8 Councillor model 
plus Mayor. 

 
Description of Wards 
 
Ward One 
 
The ward will comprise of the suburbs of St James, Bentley, Queens Park, East Cannington, 
Wilson, Cannington, Ferndale, Lynwood, Parkwood, Welshpool and part of Riverton. 
 
Ward Two 
 
The suburbs of Shelley, Rossmoyne, Willetton, Canning Vale, Leeming and part of Riverton 
make up this ward. 
 
The ward boundaries the City boundaries and the dividing line between the two wards will be 
Riley Road, Willeri Drive and the Roe Highway. 
 
 
Consideration of Statutory Factors 
 
It is considered that the factors – ‘community of interest’, ‘demographic’ and ‘economic’, will 
not be adversely effected with this option. Except with the split of Riverton which is the 
current situation, whole of suburbs are retained in the ward. The suburbs contained in each 
ward are similar in characteristics and facilities, and both wards contain significant industrial 
and retail areas. 
 
Areas of predicted residential growth are spread evenly between the two wards and the 
elector numbers will allow for equal growth in future years. 
 
Major roads that make up the ward boundaries support the principles of the ‘physical and 
topographical’ factor. 
 
The remaining factor of the ‘ratio of Councillor to electors in the various wards’ is well within 
the ±10 % variation that is acceptable. 
 
 

Ward Suburbs Number of 
Electors 

Number of 
Councillors 

Councillor/Elector 
Ratio 

% Ratio 
Deviation 

One St James, Bentley, 
Queens Park, East 
Cannington, Wilson, 
Cannington, Ferndale, 
Lynwood, Parkwood, 
Welshpool and part of 
Riverton. 

25,526 4 1:6,382 +1.52% 

Two Shelley, Rossmoyne, 
Willetton, Canning 
Vale, Leeming and 
part of Riverton. 

26,313 4 1:6,578 -1.52% 

  51,839 8 1:6,480  
 Plus Mayor elected 

by the electors of the 
district. 

  
1 

  

TOTAL   9   
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TWO (2) WARDS WITH FIVE (5) COUNCILLORS PER WARD (10) PLUS MAYOR 
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Ratio of Councillors to Electors in the various wards – 10 Councillor model plus 
Mayor 

 
 
Description of Wards 
 
Ward One 
 
The ward will comprise of the suburbs of St James, Bentley, Queens Park, East Cannington, 
Wilson, Cannington, Ferndale, Lynwood, Parkwood, Welshpool and part of Riverton. 
 
Ward Two 
 
The suburbs of Shelley, Rossmoyne, Willetton, Canning Vale, Leeming and part of Riverton 
make up this ward. 
 
The ward boundaries the City boundaries and the dividing line between the two wards will be 
Riley Road, Willeri Drive and the Roe Highway. 
 
 
Consideration of Statutory Factors 
 
It is considered that the factors – ‘community of interest’, ‘demographic’ and ‘economic’, will 
not be adversely effected with this option. Except with the split of Riverton which is the 
current situation, whole of suburbs are retained in the ward. The suburbs contained in each 
ward are similar in characteristics and facilities, and both wards contain significant industrial 
and retail areas. 
 
Areas of predicted residential growth are spread evenly between the two wards and the 
elector numbers will allow for equal growth in future years. 
 
Major roads that make up the ward boundaries support the principles of the ‘physical and 
topographical’ factor. 
 
The remaining factor of the ‘ratio of Councillor to electors in the various wards’ is well within 
the ±10 % variation that is acceptable. 
 
 
  

Ward Suburbs Number of 
Electors 

Number of 
Councillors 

Councillor/Elector 
Ratio 

% Ratio 
Deviation 

One St James, Bentley, 
Queens Park, East 
Cannington, Wilson, 
Cannington, Ferndale, 
Lynwood, Parkwood, 
Welshpool and part of 
Riverton. 

25,526 5 1:5,105 +1.52% 

Two Shelley, Rossmoyne, 
Willetton, Canning 
Vale, Leeming and 
part of Riverton. 

26,313 5 1:5,263 -1.52% 

  51,839 9 1:5,184  
 Plus Mayor elected 

by the electors of the 
district. 

  
1 

  

TOTAL   10   
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NO WARDS AND 8 COUNCILLORS PLUS MAYOR 
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NO WARDS AND 9 COUNCILLORS PLUS MAYOR 
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NO WARDS AND 10 COUNCILLORS PLUS MAYOR. 
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This option investigates how the imbalance in the ward representation may be resolved by 
removing the ward system.  
 
The table below illustrates that by amending the number of Councillors and removing the 
ward system, there is no percentage deviation in individual wards and the Councillor to 
Elector Ratio is distributed evenly. This option also allows for further variance in the number 
of Councillors. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 Following are the advantages and disadvantages of the No Wards system and the Ward 
System as provided by the Local Government Advisory Board: 
 
The No Ward System 
 
Advantages Disadvantages 

Elected members are elected by the 
whole community not just a section of it.  
Knowledge and interest in all areas of the 
Council’s affairs would result broadening 
the views beyond the immediate 
concerns of those in a ward. 

 

Elected members living in a certain area 
may have a greater affinity and 
understanding of the issues specific to 
that area. 

 

Members of the community who want to 
approach an elected member can speak 
to any elected member. 

 

Electors may feel that they are not 
adequately represented if they don’t have 
an affinity with any of the elected 
members. 

 
There is balanced representation with 
each elected member representing the 
whole community. 

 

There is potential for an interest group to 
dominate the Council. 

 

The election process is much simpler for 
the community to understand and for the 
Council to administer. 

 

Elected members may feel overwhelmed 
by having to represent all electors and 
may not have the time or opportunity to 
understand and represent all the issues. 

 
Social networks and communities of 
interest are often spread across a local 
government and elected members can 
have an overview of these. 

 

It may be more difficult and costly for 
candidates to be elected if they need to 
canvass the whole local government 
area. 

 
Elected members can use their specialty 
skills and knowledge for the benefit of the 
whole local government. 

 

 

  

Number of 
Electors 

Number of 
Councillors 

Councillor/Elector 
Ratio 

51,839 8 1:6,480 
51,839 9 1:5,760 
51,839 10 1:5,184 
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The Ward System 
 
Many local governments have a ward system and find that it works well for them.  The 
advantages and disadvantages of a ward system may include: 
 
Advantages Disadvantages 
• Different sectors of the community can 

be represented ensuring a good spread 
of representation and interests amongst 
elected members. 

 

• Elected members can become too 
focussed on their wards and less 
focussed on the affairs of other wards 
and the whole local government. 

 
• There is more opportunity for elected 

members to have a greater knowledge 
and interest in the issues in the ward. 

 

• An unhealthy competition for resources 
can develop where electors in each ward 
come to expect the services and facilities 
provided in other wards; whether they 
are appropriate or not. 

 
• It may be easier for a candidate to be 

elected if they only need to canvass one 
ward. 

 
 

• The community and elected members 
can tend to regard the local government 
in terms of wards rather than as a whole 
community. 

 
 • Ward boundaries may appear to be 

placed arbitrarily and may not reflect the 
social interaction and communities of 
interest of the community. 
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Glossary 
 
Councillor - means a person who holds the office of councillor and is elected to this position 
by the electors of the local government to represent the interests of all electors and 
residents. 
 
Elector - in relation to a ward, means a person who is eligible to be enrolled to vote at 
elections for the ward; a person who is enrolled as an elector for the Legislative Assembly in 
respect of a residence in the City of Canning (residents roll); a person who is enrolled as an 
elector in respect of a residence outside the electorate and who owns or occupies rateable 
property within the electorate (owners and occupiers roll). 
 
Local Government Advisory Board (LGAB) - A statutory body established under the Local 
Government Act 1995 (The Act) to provide advice to the Minister for Local Government on 
local government constitutional matters. The Board’s major function is to assess proposals 
to change local government boundaries and their systems of representation and then make 
recommendations to the Minister. 
 
Mayor – The title given to the chief elected office of a City or town council. The role of the 
Mayor includes presiding at council meetings, carrying out civic and ceremonial duties and to 
speak on behalf of the local government as a corporate entity. 
 
% Ratio Deviation – The percentage difference between the average Councillor/elector 
ration for the whole of the City of Canning and the average Councillor/elector ratio for a 
particular ward. The percentage ratio deviation is calculated by subtracting the 
Councillor/elector ratio for a ward from the average total Councillor/elector ratio, divided by 
the average Councillor/elector ratio and multiplied by 100. A negative result indicates that 
the ward is under represented and positive result over represented. 
 
Ward - means a defined area of the City of Canning that is declared for the purposes of 
Local Government elections. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This information has been extracted from the following documentation: 
Department for Local Government Standing for Council – Information for candidates - 
http://dlg.wa.gov.au/OpenFile.ashx?Mode=446E37686749376A356D684D2B6E6D6D4D6E555273773D3D&ContentID=7 
 
Department for Local Government – A guide for Local Governments in how to conduct a 
review of wards and representation -  
http://dlg.wa.gov.au/OpenFile.ashx?Mode=446E37686749376A356D684D2B6E6D6D4D6E555273773D3D&ContentID=5 
 
 
 
End of Discussion Paper.  
 

http://dlg.wa.gov.au/OpenFile.ashx?Mode=446E37686749376A356D684D2B6E6D6D4D6E555273773D3D&ContentID=7


 

 
City of Canning: Wards and Representation Research 

2015 ‘Discussion Paper’ Survey 
 

25 March 2015 
 

 
Thank you for taking the time to give us your feedback.  This survey is being conducted by a leading independent 
research agency Painted Dog Research on behalf of the City of Canning.   
 
The survey will only take about 2-3 minutes to complete.  
 
All the feedback you provide will be used for research purposes only and will remain confidential – privacy laws 
protect the confidentiality of everything you say. Please be aware that this research is being conducted within the 
guidelines of the Australian Marketing and Social Research Society and the Privacy Act. 
 
 

IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS OR CONCERNS REGARDING THIS SURVEY,  
PLEASE CONTACT THE CITY OF CANNING ON 1300 422 664. 

 
 

  



 

SECTION 1 
Currently, the City of Canning is divided into four areas / wards with ten Councillors, but would like your help to decide the best 
number of wards and Councillors going forward.  
 
The City has developed a number of options that it would like the community’s feedback on.  These options are not meant to be 
exhaustive and members of the community will be given the opportunity to suggest others.   
 
There are SEVEN specific options the City of Canning would like your feedback on. 
 
Although each option has been outlined in detail in this paper, a short visual summary is provided for each to assist you in 
completing the survey.   

  



 

 
FIVE WARDS WITH TWO COUNCILLORS PER WARD 
 
In this option, the City of Canning will be divided into FIVE distinct areas / wards, with TWO Councillors assigned to each area / 
ward. 
 

 
 

NUMBER OF COUNCILLORS TO ELECTORS IN THE VARIOUS WARDS. 
 
The table below shows the suburbs comprising each of the proposed areas / wards as well as the number of residents eligible to 
vote (i.e. electors) and the number of Councillors allocated to each area / ward. 
 

Ward Suburbs Number of 
Electors 

Number of 
Councillors 

One St James, Bentley, Queens Park, East Cannington and Welshpool. 9,869 2 
Two Wilson, Cannington, Ferndale and Lynwood 10,840 2 
Three Rossmoyne, Shelley, Riverton and part of Willetton 10,054 2 
Four Leeming and part of Willetton 10,366 2 
Five Parkwood and Canning Vale 10,710 2 
SUB-
TOTAL 

 51,839 10 
 Plus Mayor  1 
TOTAL   11 
 

 
Q1. How appealing is this option to you? PLEASE CIRCLE YOUR RESPONSE. 

 
Extremely 

Unappealing 
         Extremely 

Appealing 
Don’t 
Know 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10  
  



 

FOUR WARDS WITH TWO COUNCILLORS PER WARD PLUS MAYOR 
 
In this option, the City of Canning will be divided into FOUR distinct areas / wards, with TWO Councillors assigned to each area / 
ward. 

 
 
NUMBER OF COUNCILLORS TO ELECTORS IN THE VARIOUS WARDS. 
 
The table below shows the suburbs comprising each of the proposed areas / wards as well as the number of residents eligible to 
vote (i.e. electors) and the number of Councillors allocated to each area / ward. 
 
Ward Suburbs Number of 

Electors 
Number of 
Councillors 

One St James, Bentley, Queens Park, East Cannington, Wilson and 
Welshpool. 13,337 2 

Two Shelley, Riverton, Ferndale, Cannington and part of Rossmoyne. 12,755 2 
Three Willetton and part of Rossmoyne 12,703 2 
Four Lynwood, Parkwood, Leeming and Canning Vale. 13,044 2 
SUB-TOTAL  51,839 8 
 Plus Mayor   1 
TOTAL   9 
 

 
Q2. How appealing is this option to you? PLEASE CIRCLE YOUR RESPONSE. 

 
Extremely 

Unappealing 
         Extremely 

Appealing 
Don’t 
Know 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10  
  



 

 
TWO WARDS WITH FOUR COUNCILLORS PER WARD PLUS MAYOR 
 
In this option, the City of Canning will be divided into TWO distinct areas / wards, with FOUR Councillors assigned to each area / 
ward. 

 
 
 
NUMBER OF COUNCILLORS TO ELECTORS IN THE VARIOUS WARDS – 8 COUNCILLOR MODEL. 
 
The table below shows the suburbs comprising each of the proposed areas / wards as well as the number of residents eligible to 
vote (i.e. electors) and the number of Councillors allocated to each area / ward. 
 

Ward Suburbs Number of 
Electors 

Number of 
Councillors 

One St James, Bentley, Queens Park, East Cannington, Wilson, Cannington, 
Ferndale, Lynwood, Parkwood, Welshpool and part of Riverton. 25,526 4 

Two Shelley, Rossmoyne, Willetton, Canning Vale, Leeming and part of 
Riverton. 26,313 4 

SUB-TOTAL  51,839 8 
 Plus Mayor   1 
TOTAL   9 
 

 
Q3. How appealing is this option to you? PLEASE CIRCLE YOUR RESPONSE. 

 
Extremely 

Unappealing 
         Extremely 

Appealing 
Don’t 
Know 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10  
  



 

TWO WARDS WITH FIVE COUNCILLORS PER WARD PLUS MAYOR 
 
In this option, the City of Canning will be divided into TWO distinct areas / wards, with FIVE Councillors assigned to each area / 
ward. 
 

 
 
NUMBER OF COUNCILLORS TO ELECTORS IN THE VARIOUS WARDS – 10 COUNCILLOR MODEL  
 
The table below shows the suburbs comprising each of the proposed areas / wards as well as the number of residents eligible to 
vote (i.e. electors) and the number of Councillors allocated to each area / ward. 
 

Ward Suburbs Number of 
Electors 

Number of 
Councillors 

One St James, Bentley, Queens Park, East Cannington, Wilson, Cannington, 
Ferndale, Lynwood, Parkwood, Welshpool and part of Riverton. 25,526 5 

Two Shelley, Rossmoyne, Willetton, Canning Vale, Leeming and part of 
Riverton. 26,313 5 

SUB-TOTAL  51,839 10 
 Plus Mayor   1 
TOTAL   11 
 

 
Q4. How appealing is this option to you? PLEASE CIRCLE YOUR RESPONSE. 

 
Extremely 

Unappealing 
         Extremely 

Appealing 
Don’t 
Know 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10  
  



 

NO WARDS AND 8 COUNCILLORS PLUS A MAYOR 
 
In this option, the City of Canning will have NO distinct areas / wards, with EIGHT Councillors. 
 

 
 

NUMBER OF COUNCILLORS TO ELECTORS – 8 COUNCILLOR MODEL  
 
The table below shows the suburbs comprising each of the proposed areas / wards as well as the number of residents eligible to 
vote (i.e. electors) and the number of Councillors allocated to each area / ward. 
 
 

Ward Suburbs Number of 
Electors 

Number of 
Councillors 

None 
All suburbs - St James, Bentley, Queens Park, East Cannington, Wilson, 
Cannington, Ferndale, Lynwood, Parkwood, Welshpool, Shelley, 
Rossmoyne, Willetton, Canning Vale, Riverton and Leeming. 

51,839 8 

 Plus Mayor   1 
TOTAL   9 
 

 
Q5. How appealing is this option to you? PLEASE CIRCLE YOUR RESPONSE. 

 
Extremely 

Unappealing 
         Extremely 

Appealing 
Don’t 
Know 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10  
  



 

 
NO WARDS AND 9 COUNCILLORS PLUS A MAYOR 
 
In this option, the City of Canning will have NO distinct areas / wards, with NINE Councillors. 

 
 

NUMBER OF COUNCILLORS TO ELECTORS – 9 COUNCILLOR MODEL  
 
The table below shows the suburbs comprising each of the proposed areas / wards as well as the number of residents eligible to 
vote (i.e. electors) and the number of Councillors allocated to each area / ward. 
 
 

Ward Suburbs Number of 
Electors 

Number of 
Councillors 

None 
All suburbs - St James, Bentley, Queens Park, East Cannington, Wilson, 
Cannington, Ferndale, Lynwood, Parkwood, Welshpool, Shelley, 
Rossmoyne, Willetton, Canning Vale, Riverton and Leeming. 

51,839 9 

 Plus Mayor   1 
TOTAL   10 
 

 
Q6. How appealing is this option to you? PLEASE CIRCLE YOUR RESPONSE. 

 
Extremely 

Unappealing 
         Extremely 

Appealing 
Don’t 
Know 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10  
  



 

NO WARDS AND 10 COUNCILLORS PLUS A MAYOR 
 
In this option, the City of Canning will have NO distinct areas / wards, with TEN Councillors. 

 
 

NUMBER OF COUNCILLORS TO ELECTORS – 10 COUNCILLOR MODEL  
 
The table below shows the suburbs comprising each of the proposed areas / wards as well as the number of residents eligible to 
vote (i.e. electors) and the number of Councillors allocated to each area / ward. 
 

Ward Suburbs Number of 
Electors 

Number of 
Councillors 

None 
All suburbs - St James, Bentley, Queens Park, East Cannington, Wilson, 
Cannington, Ferndale, Lynwood, Parkwood, Welshpool, Shelley, 
Rossmoyne, Willetton, Canning Vale, Riverton and Leeming. 

51,839 10 

 Plus Mayor   1 
TOTAL   11 
 

 
Q7. How appealing is this option to you? PLEASE CIRCLE YOUR RESPONSE. 

 
Extremely 

Unappealing 
         Extremely 

Appealing 
Don’t 
Know 

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10  
  



 

 
SECTION 2 

 
Q8.  Out of the seven options presented, if you had to choose one, which would be your most preferred? PLEASE TICK YOUR 

RESPONSE IN THE CHECK-BOX BELOW. 

 

 

 

 

 

  
5 WARDS  

2 COUNCILLORS PER 
WARD  

PLUS 1 MAYOR 

1 

 
 
 
 

4 WARDS  
2 COUNCILLORS PER 

WARD  
PLUS 1 MAYOR 

2 

 
 
 
 

2 WARDS  
4 COUNCILLORS PER 

WARD  
PLUS 1 MAYOR 

3 

2 WARDS  
5 COUNCILLORS PER 

WARD  
PLUS 1 MAYOR 

4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NO WARDS  
8 COUNCILLORS 
PLUS 1 MAYOR 

5 

 
 
 

NO WARDS  
9 COUNCILLORS 
PLUS 1 MAYOR 

6 

 
 
 

NO WARDS  
10 COUNCILLORS 

PLUS 1 MAYOR 

7 

 

 
 
 
Q9.  Why is that your most preferred option?  PLEASE PROVIDE AS MUCH DETAIL AS POSSIBLE. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 



 

 
SECTION 3 
 
 
Q10. What do you think is the ideal number of Councillors, excluding the Mayor, for the City of Canning?  PLEASE CIRCLE 

ONE RESPONSE FROM THE LIST BELOW. 

  
Eight ...................................................................................................................................................   1 
Nine ...................................................................................................................................................... 2 
Ten ....................................................................................................................................................... 3 
Other (please specify)___________________________________ ....................................................  4 
Don’t know ............................................................................................................................................ 9 

 
 
Q11. What do you think is the ideal number of wards, for the City of Canning? PLEASE CIRCLE ONE RESPONSE FROM THE 

LIST BELOW. 

  
None/One ...........................................................................................................................................   1 
Two ....................................................................................................................................................... 2 
Three .................................................................................................................................................... 3 
Four ...................................................................................................................................................... 4 
Five ....................................................................................................................................................... 5 
Other (please specify)_____________________________________ ................................................  6 
Don’t know ............................................................................................................................................ 9 

 
 
Q12. Which of the following is your most preferred method for electing the Mayor of the City of Canning? PLEASE CIRCLE 

ONE RESPONSE FROM THE LIST BELOW. 

  
Election by the people ........................................................................................................................   1 
Election by the Council (Council is elected by the people) ................................................................... 2 
Other (please specify)_______________________________________ ............................................  3 
Don’t know ............................................................................................................................................ 9 

 
 
  



 

 SECTION 4 
 
Q13. Does anyone in your household work in market research, advertising and / or marketing? 

Yes ....................................................................................................................................................... 1   
No ......................................................................................................................................................... 2  
 
 

Q14. What is your gender?   

Male ...................................................................................................................................................... 1   
Female ................................................................................................................................................. 2  
Other .................................................................................................................................................... 3 
 

 
Q15. How old are you? PLEASE CIRCLE ONE RESPONSE FROM THE LIST BELOW. 

  
17 or under ........................................................................................................................................... 0  
18-24.................................................................................. ................................................................... 1   
25-29.................................................................................. ................................................................... 2   
30-34 .................................................................................................................................................... 3   
35-39 .................................................................................................................................................... 4   
40-44 .................................................................................................................................................... 5   
45-49 .................................................................................................................................................... 6   
50-54 .................................................................................................................................................... 7   
55-59 .................................................................................................................................................... 8  
60-69 .................................................................................................................................................... 9 
70 or over ........................................................................................................................................... 10  

 
 
Q16. Do you own any of the following in the City of Canning?  PLEASE CIRCLE ALL THAT APPLY. 

A residential property ............................................................................................................................ 1  
A business ............................................................................................................................................ 2  
None of the above ................................................................................................................................ 3  

 
 
  



 

 
Q17. Which suburb do you live in? PLEASE CIRCLE ONE RESPONSE FROM THE LIST BELOW. 

Bentley ................................................................................................................................................. 1  
Canning Vale.................................................................................. ...................................................... 2   
Cannington.................................................................................. ......................................................... 3   
East Cannington ................................................................................................................................... 4   
Ferndale ............................................................................................................................................... 5   
Leeming ................................................................................................................................................ 6 
Lynwood ............................................................................................................................................... 7   
Parkwood ............................................................................................................................................. 8   
Queens Park ........................................................................................................................................ 9   
Riverton .............................................................................................................................................. 10  
Rossmoyne ........................................................................................................................................ 11   
Shelley ................................................................................................................................................ 12   
St. James ........................................................................................................................................... 13   
Welshpool ........................................................................................................................................... 14 
Willetton .............................................................................................................................................. 15   
Wilson ................................................................................................................................................. 16   
Other (please specify) _________________________ ...................................................................... 96  

 
Q18.  Which of the following best describes your household?  PLEASE CIRCLE ONE RESPONSE FROM THE LIST BELOW. 

 
Single, no children ................................................................................................................................ 1 
Single, with eldest child aged 12 or younger ........................................................................................ 2 
Single, with eldest child aged 13 or older ............................................................................................. 3 
Single, with children not at home .......................................................................................................... 4 
Couple, no children............................................................................................................................... 5 
Couple, with eldest child aged 12 or younger ....................................................................................... 6 
Couple, with eldest child aged 13 or older....  ....................................................................................... 7 
Couple, with children not at home ........................................................................................................ 8 
Other (please specify) __________________...................................................................................... 9 
I’d prefer not to answer ....................................................................................................................... 10 
  



 

 
Q19. In which country were you born? PLEASE CIRCLE ONE RESPONSE FROM THE LIST BELOW. 

  
Australia ............................................................................................................................................. 01 
Within the United Kingdom (UK) ......................................................................................................... 02 
USA .................................................................................................................................................... 03 
Canada ............................................................................................................................................... 04 
South Africa ........................................................................................................................................ 05 
New Zealand ...................................................................................................................................... 06 
Italy ..................................................................................................................................................... 07 
China .................................................................................................................................................. 08 
Vietnam .............................................................................................................................................. 09 
India .................................................................................................................................................... 10 
Philippines .......................................................................................................................................... 11 
Greece ................................................................................................................................................ 12 
Germany ............................................................................................................................................. 13 
Malaysia ............................................................................................................................................. 14 
Other (please specify)___________________________ ................................................................... 97 
I’d prefer not to answer ....................................................................................................................... 98 

 
 
 
Q20. Have you ever done any of the following? PLEASE SELECT ALL THAT APPLY. 

Voted in a City of Canning local government election .......................................................................... 1  
Attended a council meeting or forum .................................................................................................... 2 
Visited the City of Canning website ...................................................................................................... 3 
Contacted the City of Canning (via email, letter or phone) ................................................................... 4 
Interacted with the City of Canning via social media (e.g. Facebook etc.). .......................................... 5  

None of the above ................................................................................................................................ 6  
 
  



 

 
Q21. Do you have any further comments or suggestions regarding the Review of Wards and Representation? PLEASE WRITE 

IN THE SPACE BELOW.  

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Thank you for your time and input.  For your reference, this study has been conducted by Painted Dog Research on behalf of 
the City of Canning.  This market research has been carried out in compliance with the Privacy Act and the information you 
provided will be used only for research purposes.  
 
Again, thank you for your patience in answering these questions.  
 
 

Thank you for your time and input.   
 
         
  



 

Members of the community can return this form via the following methods: 
 

In person: 
 
City of Canning 
Review of Wards and Representation 
1317 Albany Highway 
Cannington  WA  6107 
 

By Mail: 
 
City of Canning 
Review of Wards and Representation 
Locked Bag 80 
Reply Paid 71454 
Welshpool DC  WA 6986 
 

By Facsimile: 
 
Fax: (08) 9458 2353 
 

By Email: 
 
Submissions will also be accepted by email, with 
‘Review of Wards and Representation” in the subject 
line, at: 
 customer@canning.wa.gov.au 
 

 
The community is also invited to make a written submission independently and can submit this via the above methods. 
 
 
To further assist in understanding what is being considered there will be two community forums held at the City of Canning 
Administration Centre, 1317 Albany Highway Cannington (enter off George St) on – 
  
THURSDAY 16 APRIL 2015 at 10.00am and SATURDAY 18 APRIL 2015 at 2.00pm. 
 
 
Telephone inquiries can be made on 1300 422 664. 
 
All Submissions must be received by 5.00pm on Thursday 7 May 2015. 
 
Thank you for your interest and involvement in this Review. Council welcomes your comments on any matters that may assist it 
to make informed and responsible decisions for the benefit of the people of the City of Canning. 

mailto:customer@canning.wa.gov.au
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