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29 April 2013 
 
Public Hearings 
 
Dr Christopher Kendall, the barrister retained to conduct the Inquiry into the City of Canning, 
has determined that the Inquiry will be conducted as a public inquiry:  
 
“It is entirely appropriate and desirable that as part of the administration of justice this 
Inquiry be open to the public.  Any findings made in the course of this Inquiry will be made 
solely on evidence which is publicly presented to this Inquiry. The only exception to that 
general statement may arise where it is demonstrated that there are exceptional 
circumstances which, in the public interest and the interests of justice, require the 
suppression of publication of particular evidence. If such circumstances should arise, then 
any suppression order will be carefully constructed to balance the particular public interests 
in question, recognising that there is a significant public interest in this Inquiry being 
conducted publicly.” 
 
Public hearings will generally be held in Perth’s Central Law Courts.  However, there will be 
a one day hearing in June in the City of Canning Council Chambers.  At that time, Dr 
Kendall will provide an opening statement outlining the purpose of the Inquiry, the 
procedures he will adopt and the law and statutory principles relevant to a public inquiry of 
this sort.  Applications for Authorisation to Appear and to Examine Witnesses will also be 
heard on that day.  Hearings will then adjourn for a period of several months to allow 
Counsel Assisting the Inquiry, Inquiry staff and those who are given authorisation to appear 
and examine witnesses the time needed to prepare and/or review the evidence that will 
ultimately determine Dr Kendall’s recommendations to the government. Once public 
hearings recommence, it is expected several months will be required for Dr Kendall to hear 
all evidence and submissions.  Dr Kendall is required to submit his final report and 
recommendations to the Minister for Local Government by 30 March 2014.    
 
The Inquiry Panel is currently seeking written submissions from any persons interested in 
providing written submissions in relation to the terms of the Inquiry.  All submissions should 
be received by Inquiry staff by 24 May 2013. 
 
Any person wishing to seek authorisation to appear in order to exercise a right to be heard 
and examine witnesses in the course of the Inquiry’s Public Hearings must, in the first 
instance, give written notice of that intention to Inquiry staff.  A determination in relation to 
whether authorisation will be granted will be made in due course by Dr Kendall.  
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Submissions and Applications for Authorisation to Appear and to Examine Witnesses 
should be in writing and addressed to: 
 
The Executive Officer 
Inquiry into the City of Canning 
PO Box 8061 
CLOISTERS SQUARE  
WA  6850 
 
Inquiry staff can also be contacted on (08) 9420 4540 or via email at 
office@canninginquiry.wa.gov.au. 
 
Further details about the Inquiry and its Terms of Reference can be found at: 
www.canninginquiry.wa.gov.au 
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